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SILC Communication and Collaboration Committee

September 12, 2008 

1:00 – 3:00 P.M. 

(via Teleconference)

(Draft) Meeting Summary

1)  Welcome and Introductions
Dr. Sue ElHessen
Committee Chair

Cherie Phoenix
Committee Vice Chair

Jo Black
Member

Bob Ludlow
Member

Susan Madison
Member

Teddie-Joy Remhild
Member, SILC Vice-Chair

David Wilder
SILC Chair

Liz Pazdral
SILC Executive Director

Neal Albritton
SILC Deputy Director

Public:

Christina Mills
SILC Member

Eddie Rea
SILC Member

Dan Clark
Department of Rehabilitation 

2)  Public Comment:

There were no public comments.
3)  Review and approve SPIL priorities & objectives as they pertain to CCC mission:

The committee reviewed the document Dr. Sue created, itemizing and numbering the goals, objectives, and activities from the SPIL that the committee agreed are within their responsibility.  Below is a discussion of further development of those goals, objectives, and activities.

Dr. Sue will update the committee document and re-send it to the committee and staff.

· Dr. Sue reviewed the goal of increasing advocacy.

· $60,000.00 of SILC funding was approved to go towards the First Lady’s employment initiative.

· Liz recently met with the Governor and First Lady’s staff regarding this initiative. The California Chamber of Commerce has distributed an employer survey regarding employment of people with developmental disabilities. Over 300 responses from the business community have been received.

· CHIIP is also involved in this initiative.

· The event is tentatively scheduled for November 13, 2008 at the Capital.

· Neal will be available to provide web accessibility expertise for the proposed website.

Status: Dr. Sue’s list of Goals and Objectives regarding Goal-1/Objective-1 of the Employment Initiative.

ACTION ITEM: Cherie will draft a press release for October’s Disability Awareness Month to highlight the First Lady’s Initiative.

· Goal-2: Technical assistance for the Olmstead Committee – The committee will set a priority to work on this objective in the coming year.

ACTION ITEM: Teddie-Joy will take the lead as a current member of the Olmstead Committee.

· Objective 2:  SILC will provide the production and dissemination of educational or resource information to the general public, independent living centers, partner agencies, the Legislature and the Governor related to independent living and disability issues.
ACTION ITEM: Dr. Sue will take the lead for this objective.

· Goal-3: Promote the development of community resources to enhance the independence of Californians with disabilities. 
For more detail, see tool at the end of this document
· Objective 2:  SILC staff and/or members will serve on committees and task forces with other state, federal and private entities to define and recommend solutions to barriers to independent living. 
For more detail, see tool at the end of this document
· Goal 4: Effect improvement in the quality of community life for people with disabilities through systems change and self- advocacy activity.
· Objective 1:  Fund a centralized Systems Change Network “Hub” to coordinate statewide systems change efforts.  Funding to support that hub will be dependent on the accomplishment of pre-determined objectives identified by the DOR and SILC and/or identified in this Plan.  DOR and SILC will meet annually with the grantee to develop additional, and timely, statewide systems advocacy priorities.

ACTION ITEM: The Committee directed staff to obtain a comprehensive list of available grants for SILC Quarterly Meetings with information about grants awarded by the SILC from DOR.

· Goal 5:  Outreach Priorities – 
· Objective 1:  Increase services by 5% to American Indians with disabilities, Latinos with disabilities, People with brain injury, People with mental health disabilities, Veterans with disabilities, Transition-aged youth with disabilities, People with disabilities in isolated areas, both rural and urban.

Eddie summarized activities he is involved with relating to youth with disabilities.

ACTION ITEM: Cherie agreed to be the lead under the sub-category of outreach to “People with Brain Injury” and “Veterans with Disabilities”. Eddie will be the lead for outreach to “Youth with Disabilities”. Dr. Sue will take the lead for outreach to “People with Mental Health Disabilities”.


For more detail, see tool at the end of this document
· “Objective 2:  SILC, DOR, community organizing grantees and allies will host community forums in California targeted to outreach to under-represented cultural and ethnic populations to identify the independent living needs and barriers to service delivery, and systems advocacy needs in their respective communities. Community forums will be held throughout California.”

· Goal Outreach 3: Increase the capacity and strength of under-represented communities to create change and influence public policy on their own behalf. 

· Objective 1:  DOR and SILC will actively work as role models by developing Diversity Plans for DOR and SILC and provide training on cultural competence to SILC members.

ACTION ITEM: Dr. Sue and Liz will work together on this goal.

· Goal Outreach 5: Increase opportunities for under-represented communities to participate in collaboration, networking, leadership development, education, mobilization, and advocacy.
· Objective 1:  DOR and SILC will seek out similar programs that support opportunities for collaboration, networking, leadership development, education, mobilization, and advocacy for other identified under- represented communities, and events that support the interaction of a diversity of communities.

ACTION ITEM: Teddie-Joy, Liz, Dr. Sue, and Cherie will take the lead for this goal and objective.
4)  Letter to legislators concerning 2/3 vote:

· A letter from the SILC Chair was sent to the Governor’s office regarding support of the 2/3 vote to pass the State Budget.
5)  Prioritize tasks assigned and set dates for completion:

· Tasks will be assigned at the next meeting.
6)  Next Committee Meeting:

· October 10, 2008 at 1:00 p.m.
7)  Questions and Comments:

Liz requested:

· Discussion at the next committee meeting to address what the SILC Legislative Report should look like and include; and

· Creating publicity regarding the fact that the SILC is allocating the carry-forward funds.

8)  Adjourn:

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:45 p.m.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Following is the tool the Dr. Sue ElHessen created to help her committee track their work on the SPIL.

Advocacy Priorities
Goal 1:  Actively involve people with disabilities in State Independent Living Council (SILC) activities and support their active participation in conferences addressing unmet needs.
*Objective 1:  Work on Advocacy priorities of Community Based Services, Housing, Transportation, Employment, and Healthcare Access
Current Funding in SPIL:  Operating budget
Additional Funding Ideas:  Create research or educational project on one or more topics
Status:  Ongoing work.  Too many priorities.  Could use focused plan. We Include DD employment- Dr. Sue
*Objective 2:  SILC will advise relevant agencies on modifications of building codes to ensure accessibility for people with disabilities.  SILC members and staff will monitor rule making and participate in public hearings.
Current Funding in SPIL:  Operating budget
Additional Funding Ideas:  

Status:  Have given testimony to Office of State Architects and HCD, attended meetings.
Goal 2: Develop and strengthen the Independent Living Network in California.

*Objective 1:  California Olmstead Plan: Continuing to provide technical assistance and identifying issues for the Olmstead Advisory Committee, the Health and Human Services Agency and pertinent state departments, Assuring that consumers and advocates are informed of administrative hearings and meetings to assure their opportunity to participate. Teddie-Joy
Current Funding in SPIL:  Operating budget
Additional Funding Ideas:  Create Olmstead Education Campaign
Status:  Attend Olmstead committee meetings, advise pilot projects and Share email notices
*Objective 2:  SILC will provide the production and dissemination of educational or resource information to the general public, independent living centers, partner agencies, the Legislature and the Governor related to independent living and disability issues.
Current Funding in SPIL:  Operating budget
Additional Funding Ideas:  

Status:  Ongoing:  Housing hearing at Coordinated Leadership. We Include- Dr. Sue
Goal 3: Promote the development of community resources to enhance the independence of Californians with disabilities.

Objective 1:  SILC will review, monitor and promote state and federal legislation, policies and regulations that will enhance the independence of people with disabilities.  SILC will provide policy recommendations and technical assistance to the Governor, Legislature, and public and private entities to enhance the independence of persons with disabilities in California.
Current Funding in SPIL:  Operating budget
Additional Funding Ideas:  .
Status:  Letter(s) to Governor and support letters around legislation.
*Objective 2:  SILC staff and/or members will serve on committees and task forces with other state, federal and private entities to define and recommend solutions to barriers to independent living.
Current Funding in SPIL:  Operating budget
Additional Funding Ideas:  

Status:  Ongoing-Dr. Sue on We Include; Teddie-Joy on Olmstead, CHIP
Goal 4: Effect improvement in the quality of community life for people with disabilities through systems change and self- advocacy activity.
Objective 1:  Fund a centralized Systems Change Network “Hub” to coordinate statewide systems change efforts.  Funding to support that hub will be dependent on the accomplishment of pre-determined objectives identified by the DOR and SILC and/or identified in this Plan.  DOR and SILC will meet annually with the grantee to develop additional, and timely, statewide systems advocacy priorities.
Current Funding in SPIL:  $350K per year for 3 years
Additional Funding Ideas:  .
Status:  Systems Change Network Hub funded, in place, and successful.
Goal 5:  Outreach Priorities
*Objective 1:  Increase services by 5% to American Indians with disabilities, Latinos with disabilities, People with brain injury, People with mental health disabilities, Veterans with disabilities, Transition-aged youth with disabilities, People with disabilities in isolated areas, both rural and urban
Current Funding in SPIL:  Youth project, YLF
Additional Funding Ideas:  Create additional projects to target additional populations
Status:  Unknown- Cherrie; People with brain injury and Veterans

*Objective 2:  SILC, DOR, community organizing grantees and allies will host community forums in California targeted to outreach to under-represented cultural and ethnic populations to identify the independent living needs and barriers to service delivery, and systems advocacy needs in their respective communities. Community forums will be held throughout California.
Current Funding in SPIL:  Operating funds
Additional Funding Ideas:  ?Native American Indian Dr. Sue Nov. 2 & 3

Status:  Not met.
Goal  Outreach 2:  Increase the capacity of ILCs and other disability organizations to provide culturally competent services to under-represented communities.
Committee will be informed on active

Objective 1:  DOR will fund and evaluate an experienced provider to provide training, technical assistance, and leadership development to California disability organizations. Funds will support increasing the organizational and community capacity to provide culturally competent services and systems advocacy.
Current Funding in SPIL:  $50K per year for 3 years
Additional Funding Ideas:  Change funding structure.  Increase funding.
Status:  Project suspended.  Contractor found model not working and funding stream didn’t cover staff.

Goal  Outreach 3: Increase the capacity and strength of under-represented communities to create change and influence public policy on their own behalf.
*Objective 1:  DOR and SILC will actively work as role models by developing Diversity Plans for DOR and SILC and provide training on cultural competence to SILC members.
Current Funding in SPIL:  Operating funds
Additional Funding Ideas:  Create funding to help SILC develop diversity plan
Status:  Dr. Sue will assist in identifying diversity plan and training
Goal Outreach 5: Increase opportunities for under-represented communities to participate in collaboration, networking, leadership development, education, mobilization, and advocacy.
*Objective 1:  DOR and SILC will seek out similar programs that support opportunities for collaboration, networking, leadership development, education, mobilization, and advocacy for other identified under- represented communities, and events that support the interaction of a diversity of communities.
Current Funding in SPIL:  Operating funds
Additional Funding Ideas:  

Status:  Need to develop plan.  Ongoing, and not focused.  Good work with Native American. Teddie-Joy, Cherrie and Dr. Sue will develop plan
The SILC Mission: To Maximize options for Independence for Persons With Disabilities.

