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SILC Executive Committee

Friday, January 30, 2009
1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
(via Conference Call)
Meeting Summary
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at approximately 1:00 p.m.
Introductions
Executive Committee members
Teddie-Joy Remhild
SILC Chair
Elsa Quezada 
(excused absence)
SILC Vice-Chair
Dr. Sue ElHessen
Communication & Collaboration Committee Chair

Bob Ludlow
Internal Operations Committee Co-Chair

Marco Rodriguez
Internal Operations Committee Chair

Other SILC representatives

Daniel Boomer
SILC Member

Liz Pazdral
SILC Executive Director

Neal Albritton
SILC Deputy Director

Tony Sauer
DOR Director
Tim Beatty
DOR

Public: None.

Public Comment

There were no public comments.

Review and Approve Minutes of December 22

Dr. Sue motioned to accept the December 22 minutes. Marco seconded the motion. 
Action: The December 22nd Executive committee minutes were unanimously approved.

SILC Committee Update Reports

Internal Operations Committee:

· Marco’s subcommittee agreed to meet on February 5th to establish a timeline and determine which activities from the Project Management Spreadsheet have been completed. 
· Follow-up findings will be presented during the February 9th Internal Operations Committee meeting.
· Marco added that Bob continues work collecting information regarding the Foreclosure issues and potential benefits to people with disabilities and the Aging community. Information gathered will be shared with the Internal Operations Committee during their February meeting.
Communication and Collaboration Committee:

· Dr. Sue reported that the Communication and Collaboration is moving to take further action towards the Department of Motor Vehicles and have just recently drafted the letter addressing their concerns. 
· The SPIL Priorities are being reviewed and committee-related tasks will be assigned to committee members. 
· The Legislative Subcommittee led by Neal and including Dr. Sue, Teddie-Joy, and Bob - will identify and track up to 25 legislative bills. They will meet 30 minutes prior to the February 13th committee meeting. Future Legislative Subcommittee meetings are scheduled to take place after, and on the same day that, the Communication and Collaboration Committee meets.
· Cherie Phoenix is working on a draft SILC brochure. 
· The Communication and Collaboration Committee reviewed the scope of work for the Initiative for the Employment of People with Developmental Disabilities. They were joined by Eileen Kostanecki and Sarah Steenhausen. It was noted that the SILC happens to be the only funder of this grant. The scope of work has been accepted and will be presented to the SILC during the March Council meeting in Burlingame.
Governance Committee:

· Liz reported on behalf of Eddie Rea, Chair of the Governance Committee.

· The Governance Committee is finalizing recommendations regarding the recruitment of new council members. 
· A sub-committee was formed to develop an evaluation form to help improve the SILC’s Quarterly Meetings. 
· The Committee is also reviewing how SILC participates in Requests for Application (RFA) involving 7B funds. 
SPIL Committee Assignments and Discussion

· Committee assignments based on the information detailed within the Project Management Spreadsheet were summarized by Liz.
· The Internal Operations and Governance Committees’ commitments have been made. 
· The Governance Committee’s recommendations were submitted to Liz regarding 2 activities. 
· The Communication and Collaboration Committee will monitor building codes and outreach to Veterans and youth with disabilities, as well as people with disabilities in underserved populations.
· The Executive Committee will follow up on progress with the annual report.
Upcoming RSA SILC Visit

· RSA will be at the SILC office on February 2, 2009. 
· At least six SILC Members are planning to attend in person. Others may plan to attend by phone.
· Participants were asked to review RSA’s monitoring and protocol handout prior to the visit. 

Discuss Budget Letter to Governor

There was discussion about if the SILC should provide input regarding the proposed budget cuts and their impact on the community of Californians with disabilities.  A letter written by the State Council on Developmental Disabilities (SCDD) was shared with the Committee.  The Committee agreed that we should write our own letter, using the SCDD letter as a template.  Additional points recommended to include:
· That we are advising the Governor, legislature, etc.

· We should name our collaborators (CFILC, ILC Network, others?)

· The letter should be broader in scope than the SCDD letter.

· We should discuss the need for home and community based services.

· We should discuss the unintended consequences of cutting Medi-Cal optional benefits will lead to increased enrollment or residence in nursing homes which are already making a profit.

· We should ask the Governor for guidance on how to proceed as his advisors on independent living.
· We should include an anecdote from a consumer about how the cuts will impact him or her.

Action: Liz to draft a letter as described above with an anecdote as an insert.

Action:  Stage a hearing or community forum at the March SILC meeting regarding the budget and how to make things work for persons with disabilities.
March SILC Quarterly Meeting Agenda

· Liz met with Teresa Favuzzi (CFILC) to discuss possible agenda items for the March 2009 joint-meeting.
· Betsi Howard, Chief of the Long-Term Care Projects Unit/Long-Term Care Division at the Department of Health Care Services has been invited.
· The Committee suggested possible options to help keep Council meetings on schedule. 
· Action: Dr. Sue will act as “Sergeant at Arms” during the March Quarterly Meeting.
· Bob requested that the Veteran’s Administration guest speaker from the canceled TBIAB conference be invited to the October 2009 SILC Quarterly Meeting.
· Action:  Liz to talk to CFILC about getting more involved with Veterans.
May SILC quarterly Meeting 

· Invite Tony Candela from DOR to present about Services to Older Blind.
Fall SILC quarterly Meeting and disabled Veteran outreach

· Bob suggested that the guest speaker from the February TBI Conference that was canceled and who represents the Veterans Administration - be invited to the October SILC Meeting. 

Emerging Issues

· Dan Boomer:  At various points during the meeting, Dan presented his concerns about how state funding crises affect Department of Rehabilitation consumers and the resulting employment outcomes.  He talked about the possibility of new DOR consumers being turned away, existing DOR consumers not receiving referrals for higher education, and existing consumers experiencing financial hardship with the delay of payment for transportation, tuition and books.
Liz talked about how DOR vocational services are the purview of the State Rehabilitation Council (SRC).  SILC has received copies from the SRC of reports on job placements and outcomes.  The group agreed to check in with SILC members who are also SRC members at our next meeting.
Committee Assignments

Action Needed: 
· Teddie-Joy recommended that Cherie attend the upcoming IHSS conference. 

· She also recommended that Bob attend the upcoming CalACT conference. 
· Liz plans to attend the IHSS conference in June 2009 as well. 
Comments
· With mandated Furloughs beginning in February, the SILC office will be closed on the first and third Friday of the month.

· The DMV letter that Teddie-Joy approved will be disseminated. 

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:50 p.m.
Future Action Needed: 
1. Liz to draft a letter as described above with an anecdote as an insert.

2. Dr. Sue will act as “Sergeant at Arms” during the March Quarterly Meeting.
3. Stage a hearing or community forum at the March SILC meeting regarding the budget and how to make things work for persons with disabilities.
4. Check in with SILC members who are also SRC members at the March SILC meeting to learn more about the impact of state budget issues on DOR consumers.

5. Invite Tony Candela from DOR to present about Services to Older Blind at May Quarterly meeting.

6. Liz to talk to CFILC about getting more involved with Veterans.

7. Upcoming conferences:
a. Cherie and Liz to attend the upcoming (June) IHSS conference. 

b. Bob to attend the upcoming CalACT conference. 

The SILC Mission: To Maximize options for Independence for Persons With Disabilities.

