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Effective November 25, 2013, The California SILC issues this policy to increase transparency and ease decision-making when adding the Council’s indirect support to the work of another agency or entity.  

The guidelines below explain who the policy affects and how it impacts SILC operations.  

Background
The Rehabilitation Services Administration has interpreted Section 705(c) of the Rehabilitation Act, as amended, as limiting the SILC to spending its operating funds only for the following activities:

(c) Duties

The Council shall— 

 (1) jointly develop and sign (in conjunction with the designated State unit) the State plan required in section 704; 

(2) monitor, review, and evaluate the implementation of the State plan;

(3) coordinate activities with the State Rehabilitation Council . . . and councils that address the needs of specific disability populations and issues under other Federal law;

(4) ensure that all regularly scheduled meetings of the Statewide Independent Living Council are open to the public and sufficient advance notice is provided; and

(5) submit to the Commissioner such periodic reports as the Commissioner may reasonably request, and keep such records, and afford such access to such records, as the Commissioner finds necessary to verify such reports.

At the same time, the SILC has succeeded in supporting SPIL priorities indirectly.  This policy describes the criteria used to justify the decision to provide indirect support.

As stated in the 2014-2016 SPIL, the SILC joins the California Independent Living Network in building the capacity of the industry to better serve people with disabilities statewide.  

In 2013, the SILC renewed its commitment to direct more funds to the state Independent Living Network by reducing its operating costs.  This priority created the need to define when indirect support is available.  The SILC is not able to consider more than $20,000.00 of indirect support needs in a state fiscal year (July 1 – June 30th).

1. Requests must be made through the SILC Executive Director who will vet the request with the oversight of the SILC Chairperson and/or Executive Committee.

2. Recipients of support can either be not-for-profit organizations or SILC members.  Recipients must have either a tax I.D. number or a social security number and be able to receive funds via a state approved payment mechanism.

3. The meeting or conference must directly and explicitly connect to a current SPIL goal, objective, or activity.  This includes increasing Independent Living participation by a designated underserved or underrepresented community.

4. SILC members may only receive support to attend a conference or meeting where they are speaking, presenting a workshop, or otherwise promoting independent living in California.  Members may not request support for events they are organizing because it represents a conflict of interest.

5. Indirect support is not designed to be a recurring or stabilizing source used by recipients year after year.

Meetings or conferences should publicly acknowledge the SILC’s indirect support and the SILC has permission to reference the event in its media.

To apply for indirect support you must:  

1. Submit written request via emails or in writing to the SILC Sacramento office (1600 K Street, Suite 100, Sacramento, CA 95814 or liz@calsilc.org) at least 45 days before the event. The request must include this information: 

a. The name, date, location and description of your conference or meeting; 

b. How this conference or meeting meets one or more goals, objectives, and activities of the current SPIL; 

c. The number of expected attendees;

d. The estimated total cost of the indirect support.

e. How will the indirect funds support the designated underserved/ underrepresented communities identified in the current SPIL.

2.  Requests received will be evaluated based on their relevance to the current SPIL and the availability of funds.

3.  Upon receipt of the request, staff will begin the procurement process.  A contract signed and dated by BOTH the organization AND the funder MUST BE COMPLETED PRIOR to the event.

4. During the event, provide acknowledgement of the support from the SILC.

5. Within 30 days after the event, submit a report to SILC describing:

· outcomes achieved
· how Californians with disabilities benefited
· follow-up steps the SILC must take
· How this event informs actions the SILC will take

[Additional Organization Sponsorship information is found in item C below] 
C. The following policies/procedures apply to Indirect Support:

1. All requests are subject to the availability of funds, and are paid as reimbursements in arrears, in accordance with State administrative procedures. 

2. SILC reserves the right to limit the number of individual requests to attend the same event.

3. No entity may receive more than one contract in a California state fiscal year (July1 – June 30).

4.  All contracts are subject to the State of California General Terms and Conditions.

5. Organizational requests to support the production of a conference or meeting may not exceed $4,999.

6.  Individual requests to support the travel related to attending a conference or meeting may not exceed $2,500.


