SILC wishes you joy and warmth during this holiday season, a time when Dicken’s Tiny Tim reminds us about the importance of independent living and disability rights philosophies

Since Victorian times, Western society has idealized the sentimental image of disability as a pitiful child in desperate need of help.  A more powerful image for young people with disabilities is promoted by  Silicon Valley Independent Living Center (SVILC), in collaboration with the California Foundation for Independent Living Centers (CFILC), the Department of Rehabilitation, with funding allocated by the SILC.

SVILC and CFILC were awarded ARRA funding to create and operate Youth Leadership and Outreach programs including eight week training programs, mentoring programs, and part of the YO! Youth Organizing Disabled and Proud program.

Eddie Rea and Elizabeth Pope write, “Youth with disabilities experience an extreme sense of social isolation, which comes out of not sharing a collective disability identity, and disability pride. . . most youth with disabilities grow up in families with non-disabled parents and no disability positive role models. . .Youth with disabilities are often segregated in special education classes, placed in institutions, and often encouraged to hide their disability and to ‘pass’ as non-disabled.”

The Title 7B funded programs assist youth with disabilities to learn about the disability rights movement, disability history, disability pride, disability organizing and advocacy. Youth with disabilities can build community with each other, develop a sense of history, leadership, a positive disability identity, and to organize and mobilize each other on issues that affect their lives.

The program also includes volunteering and mentoring programs to help young people with disabilities prepare for employment.  For more information regarding the Youth Leadership and Outreach Program, visit http://www.svilc.org/whats_new.htm#WN2 or call Eliza Riley at 408-894-9041 Ext. 222.  To participate with YO! Visit http://www.yodisabledproud.org/site/c.mfIPKROxFqG/b.4851131/k.BCE7/Home.htm or call the YO! Line   866-296-9753 Toll Free, 800 -900-0706 Toll Free TDD.  It is answered by youth with disabilities for youth with disabilities weekdays from 9AM to 4PM

