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Message from the Chair
As cultural anthropologist Margaret Mead perceptively noted, ““Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed, citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”

Creating positive change for people with disabilities is at the core of what the California State Independent Living Council (SILC) does. Whether it’s encouraging people to Share Information Loud and Clear at the Capitol, local public hearings and meetings or assuring compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act’s promise of equal opportunity in transportation, SILC takes action. And by monitoring pending legislation, SILC is well prepared to advise the governor and Legislature about issues that could impact Californians with disabilities. 

The articles in this edition of Sharing Information Loud and Clear are about changing the world to ensure people with disabilities can live and work independently. They include:

· Advocating for Transportation Systems Change
· SILC Welcomes New Council Members

· Public Input Encouraged at State Independent Living Council’s Riverside Meeting

· Traumatic Brain Injury Meeting
· Capitol Watch: SILC Monitors Pending Legislation
Please send your comments or suggestions to us about Sharing Information Loud and Clear! We’d love to hear from you.
Sincerely,
Susan M. Madison
Chair, SILC                                                  

                                                

ADVOCATING FOR TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS CHANGE

SACRAMENTO, CA — Elevators on subways stop working, bus stops aren’t announced and pathways or sidewalks are inaccessible. Every day, these types of problems create major issues for people living with disabilities when simply trying to get from one place to another. A U.S. Bureau of Transportation Statistics study found that 6 million people living with disabilities had difficulties accessing needed transportation and approximately 560,000 people living with disabilities remain at home due to transportation problems. Concerns about accessible transportation have led many Independent Living Centers (ILCs) in California to increase their advocacy efforts to create long-term transportation systems change. 

“Accessibility to transportation continues to be a significant issue for people living with disabilities,” said Executive Director of the California State Independent Living Council (SILC) Liz Pazdral. “In addition to providing education and training on transportation options, ILCs throughout California are focusing on creating meaningful transportation systems change within their areas.”

Dina Garcia and Cynde Soto, Systems Change Advocates for Communities Actively Living Independent & Free (CALIF), are leading the effort to create positive policy change for people living with disabilities in the Los Angeles area. With multiple transportation options available, including paratransit covering the entire service area, light rail, subway and fixed-route bus systems, Garcia and Soto believe things are getting better. But there is much more ground to cover in meeting one aspect of the Americans with Disabilities Act, “equal opportunity for public transportation.”  

“Advocacy and leadership development are critical if things are going to change,” said Soto. “This is why we continually educate CALIF consumers and those we interact with on committees and commissions on the real challenges surrounding transportation for those living with disabilities.”

Within the last year, CALIF has served 461 consumers. The ILC educates and trains individuals on various transportation alternatives and how to access them as well as on the application and recertification process to use paratransit services.

Within the last year, CALIF has served 461 consumers. The ILC educates and trains individuals on various transportation alternatives and how to access them as well as on the application and recertification process to use paratransit services.

“The trainings are often our first point of contact in creating stronger awareness and developing engaged advocates,” said Garcia. “Many of our consumers attend a 10-week leadership advocacy course to become certified advocates and part of the disability rights legacy. By organizing our consumers, they are prepared to attend public hearings and provide testimony relative to creating changes in the transportation systems.”  

Both Garcia and Soto sit on various transportation councils to ensure the voice of people living with disabilities is very present. Soto is a member of the Metro Gateway Cities Service Council, which oversees planning and implementation of service within its area. Garcia served two years on the City of Los Angeles Commission on Disability and currently sits on the San Fernando Valley Service Council. Through their combined work, Garcia and Soto ensure the implementation of programs and services specifically designed to meet the needs of people living with disabilities, for example, the installation of audio signals to improve safety for visually-impaired individuals. And, equally as important, they are “at the table raising concerns and safety issues as well as educating council members on a real-time basis.” 

“We have invited our advocacy leadership consumers to come to various council and committee meetings to watch advocacy in action,” said Garcia. “And, now they just show up on their own.”

According to Soto, “We are getting our messages out through our consumers who actively engage in advocacy. In fact, I learned from one general manager that he wants to see people living with disabilities on all of the councils in the area.”

For the Resources for Independence, Central Valley (RICV), which covers Fresno, Merced, Madera, Kings and Tulare counties, transportation obstacles for people living with disabilities are similar but also differ due to the rural nature of the area. For example, urban areas have more route options and shorter wait time for buses. People living with disabilities can be without transportation options if they are located beyond a three-quarter mile service area for paratransit. In Fresno, there are some urban areas not served by paratransit at all. When considering that 88,393 people in Merced used paratransit services in 2012, this signals a significant issue.

“In the Central Valley, one of the biggest barriers for people with disabilities is the lack of service in rural areas between our major cities,” said Joanna Zamora, MSW, RICV Community Organizer. 

Similar to the issues Garcia and Soto face in their urban areas, RICV faces additional barriers in its rural areas. RICV has heard about the lack of sensitivity of some bus drivers, specifically on fixed routes, where wheelchair users are ignored or bus stops go unannounced for the blind or riders without disabilities aren’t required to move to from spaces designated for people with disabilities. 

“RICV and consumer advocates are working with transit managers to address these concerns as well as take additional steps,” explained Zamora. “RICV has an executive staff member who recently led the local Disability Advocacy Commission, which has been successful in making recommendations to the local transit agency, Fresno Area Express, on needed improvements.”

Like CALIF, RICV organizes individuals living with disabilities to become active advocates. RICV’s Disability Advocacy Teams (DATs) partner with transit managers to create awareness and changes in the transportation systems. For example, in Merced, the transit manager is partnering with DATs to organize a public forum, and in Visalia, the transit manager works closely with DATs to jointly attend meetings. 

Soto, Garcia and Zamora are seeing first-hand results as champion advocates for transportation systems change. And, the results reinforce the fulfillment of the ILCs’ missions to provide the disability community with a core service of systems change advocacy and encourage people living with disabilities to be more in control of their lives and live more independently.
SILC WELCOMES NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS

In late March, Governor Brown appointed four new individuals to serve on the California State Independent Living Council (SILC). These are the first appointments to the SILC since 2010. 

Council Member Jacqueline Jackson, of San Diego, has been an independent non-profit management consultant since 1994. She served as development director and consultant for the San Diego Center for the Blind for two years, as director for charter school development at Norman and Norman, Inc. for nine years and as an education consultant for the Schools Future Research Foundation from 1994 to 1996. Jackson, who earned a Master of Nonprofit Leadership and Management degree from the University of San Diego, is a member of the San Diego Braille Club and the California Council of the Blind. 

Council Member Dorothy Jones, of Orinda, has been a private consultant on disability matters since 1999 and a registered nurse in California since 1995. She is a registered nurse who most recently worked at the Alta Bates Summit Medical Center from 2002 to 2011, and at Children’s Hospital of Oakland from 1996 to 2001. Jones was a parent provincial representative for the Easter Seals Society in Canada from 1990 to 1995. 
Since 2012, Council Member Linda Schaedle, of Paso Robles, has been a human resources analyst at California State University, Monterey Bay. She previously worked as an employment disability consultant at California State University, San Diego, and as a disability program navigator for Shoreline Workforce Development Services and Pacific Gateway Workforce Investment Network. Schaedle has served on various disability mediation, dispute resolution and professional panels and in various positions at the Bank of America Human Resources Center, Pasadena, including as Americans with Disabilities Act case manager.

Council Member Jimmie Soto, of Bakersfield, has been executive director of the Independent Living Center of Kern County since 2011. Prior to that, he served in various positions at Resources for Independence Central Valley, including director of program services. Soto has a Master of Education Administration and Supervision degree from California State University, Fresno, and serves on the board of the California Foundation for Independent Living Centers. 

Governor Brown also reappointed Eli Gelardin, Ben Jauregui and Elsa Quezada to the SILC. Gelardin has served on the Council since 2010 and is the executive director of the Marin Center for Independent Living. Jauregui has been a SILC Council Member since 2010 and has served in various positions, including disability program manager, at Inland Empire Health Plan. Quezada, immediate Past Chair of SILC, was appointed in 2008 and currently serves as the executive director of the Central Coast Center for Independent Living. 

[CALL-OUT BOX] 

PUBLIC INPUT ENCOURAGED AT STATE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL’S RIVERSIDE MEETING
What:

The State Independent Living Council’s (SILC) quarterly meeting will address a variety of topics specific to helping Californians live independently, including:  
· Public hearing sessions to gain input and feedback, particularly on April 23 in the afternoon when details, activities and the budget for 2014-2016 State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) will be discussed. 

· A panel discussion on the progress and implementation of the Coordinated Care Initiative relative to transitioning persons from Medicare and Medi-Cal to managed care. 

· Updates on recent activities by representatives of various SILC committees, the California Department of Rehabilitation, the Department of Developmental Services and the Department of Social Services. 

· A report by Ted Jackson, Statewide Systems Change Network Community Organizer.

· State and federal legislative updates covering pending legislation, the proposed Rehabilitation Act and the federal sequestration.

When and Where: 
Tuesday, April 23 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 24 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Marriott Riverside
3400 Market Street
Riverside, CA 92501

RSVP and Special Requests:  

Call Caroline toll free at 1-866-866-7452 or 916-445-0142 or TTY number at 916-445-5627.

TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY MEETING
The California State Independent Living Council (SILC) encourages public participation, either in person or by teleconference, at the Department of Rehabilitation’s Traumatic Brain Injury meeting. Public comments are limited to two minutes per person.

When and Where:

Thursday April 18, 2013

2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Department of Rehabilitation Conference Room 169

721 Capitol Mall

Sacramento, CA 95814

Public Teleconference Line: 

1-866-755-9026, Participant Pass code: 5644552#

Information and Special Requests:

Call Angel Garcia at (916) 558-5444 or visit http://www.rehab.cahwnet.gov/TBI/index.html.

CAPITOL WATCH: SILC MONITORS PENDING LEGISLATION
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[California State Capitol]

Of the 2,375 bills and resolutions introduced by the February 22 deadline for California’s 2013-14 legislative session, the California State Independent Living Council (SILC) identified several bills to monitor. Topping the list of priority bills are the following:

SB 550 (Jackson) would create the Accessible Multifamily Housing Act of 2013. This would require new and substantially rehabilitated assisted multifamily housing projects with building permits issued on or after July 1, 2014, to be designed and constructed as readily accessible for individuals with mobility, vision and hearing impairments. SILC supports SB 550.

SILC is monitoring three accessibility bills. AB 223 (Olsen) would permit local governments to file a request for a court stay and early evaluation conference after being served with a summons and complaint asserting a construction-related accessibility claim. SILC opposes this bill because it would delay accessibility proceedings related to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

SILC also opposes AB 897 (Wagner), which would repeal the Disability Access and Education Revolving Fund reporting and information requirements as well as the additional dollar paid for business licenses that goes into the fund. This would deplete the fund, decrease construction-related disability access and compliance and eliminate funding for the State Architect’s certified access specialists. 

SILC supports the third accessibility bill, SB 129 (Wright), which would extend the California Public Utilities Commission’s intrastate telephone service surcharge until January 1, 2024. The surcharge allows equipment and service providers to recover their costs for the deaf and disabled telecommunications program.

Of the several health care bills introduced, SILC supports AB 582 (Chesbro), which would require reimbursement for complex rehabilitation technology (CRT) and recognition as a separate benefit by Medi-Cal. CRT products include medically necessary and individually configured manual wheelchairs, power wheelchairs, adaptive seating and positioning systems and other specialized mobility equipment. 

SILC also supports AB 776 (Yamada), which would define "stakeholder" for Medi-Cal processes to include area agencies on aging and Independent Living Centers (ILCs). It also would designate a position on the Committee for Universal Assessment of Home and Community Based Services for ILC stakeholders.

Unless it is amended, SILC opposes AB 900 (Alejo), which would require that Medi-Cal provider payment reductions not apply to skilled nursing facilities that are part of a general acute care hospital. This could potentially reduce the number of individuals who transition from institutions or create conditions that economically favor institutionalization over home and community-based services.

SILC supports SB 22 (Beall), which would require health plans and providers to submit regular reports to the state, including surveys of enrollees, insureds and providers, in compliance with the federal Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act.

SB 320 (Beall) would prohibit health care service plan contracts or health insurance policies issued, amended, renewed or delivered on or after January 1, 2014, from denying coverage for medically necessary medical or rehabilitation treatment for an acquired brain injury at a properly licensed and accredited facility within the plan's or insurer's network even if the facility is not near the insured’s home. SILC supports this bill.

SILC supports two bills that help open pathways to employment for people with disabilities, AB 595 (Gomez) and AB 1041 (Chesbro). AB 595 would require community college districts to grant priority enrollment registration to students in the Community College Extended Opportunity Programs and Services program and to students with disabilities. AB 1041 would require regional centers to ensure certain consumers, beginning at 16 years of age, are provided with information about the Employment First Policy, options for integrated competitive employment and available services and supports that enable them to transition from school to work and obtain and maintain integrated competitive employment.

SILC will continue to monitor committee hearings on pending legislation that may have an impact on people with disabilities and the independent living centers that serve them.
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