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State Independent Living Council (SILC)

SACRAMENTO, CA —California veterans with disabilities and their families will no longer need to navigate through multiple agencies when seeking assistance. The California State Independent Living Council’s (SILC) project, “California’s Activation of Veterans’ Benefits through Aging and Disability Resource Connection (ADRC) Partnerships,” was recently awarded a one-year grant of $202,403. The project expands ADRC’s “No Wrong Door” model, designedto help people with disabilitiesaccess the services they need to live independently. Specifically, the funding will be used byCalifornia Independent Living Centers and Area Agencies on Aging (ILCs) to implement options counseling services such as staff training to work with individuals in identifyinglong-term care optionsthat best suit their needs. Additionally, the project will facilitate collaboration between the state and the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) and establish state and local agreements with theVHA to provide integral core functions where Veterans Affairs medical centers are located. 

“We are grateful to receivefunds from the Affordable Care Act and Older American’s Act,” saidElsa Quezada, SILC’s Chair. “This exciting project provides veterans with access to objective information about long-term and supportive services and benefits through one agency or organization.”
ADRCs serve as a “No Wrong Door” for long-term support and services for older adults and people with disabilities. In addition to information, referral services and options counseling, core ADRC functions include access to benefits, assistance to determine financial eligibility and functional eligibility and person-centered transitions. 
In a news releaseissued by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Secretary Kathleen Sebelius emphasized, “Whether someone is in the hospital and ready to be discharged, or living at home but needing additional care, an options counselor can help them evaluate their needs and sift through the options available in their community to create a plan that meets their needs.” 

“This project is a step in the right direction by streamlining access to information and services specifically focused on the needs of veterans and their families, regardless of income or financial assets,” said Quezada. “It’s a way for ILCs to give something of value back to the veterans who have given so much to California and the nation.”
###

The California State Independent Living Council is an independent state agency which, in cooperation with the California State Department of Rehabilitation, prepares and monitors the State Plan for Independent Living. SILC solicits continual public feedback on the effectiveness of independent living services and coordinates with similar agencies and councils at the state and federal levels to increase communication and help assure that services to people with disabilities are delivered effectively.

