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State Independent Living Council (SILC)
SILC MEMBERS PUSH FOR CONSISTENT IMPLEMENTATION AND ADHERENCE TO THE ADA
Resistance to ADA Compliance Continues After 22 Years in Existence
SACRAMENTO, CA — July marks 236 years of independence for America,and yet, not all Americans havethe opportunity to live independently. July 26 marks the 22nd anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) (http://www.ada.gov/), which established a clear and comprehensive national mandate for the elimination of discrimination against individuals with disabilities. Twenty-two years ago, the ADAcited that “society has tended to isolate and segregate individuals with disabilities, and, despite some improvements, such forms of discrimination against individuals with disabilities continue to be a serious and pervasive social problem.” Although great strides have been made, thiscontinues to hold true for many people living with disabilities who, on a daily basis, still confront barriers to equality and independence.
The ADA prohibits discrimination in critical areas such as employment, housing, public accommodations, education, transportation, communication, recreation, health services and access to public services. “Although the ADA was transformative,individuals with disabilities continue to experience discrimination due to the obstacles created by the lack of access to affordable housing and public buildings andthe high cost of health care and assistance services to name a few,” said Elsa Quezada, Chair of the California State Independent Living Council (SILC). “SILC members continually work to break down these obstacles, but if the ADA were adhered to more consistently, discrimination would not be so prevalent.”
Independent Living Centers (ILCs)also keep a watchful eye on local ordinances and state legislation that could diminish the safeguards put in place by the ADA. For example, Senate Bill 1186 would have required a pre-litigation notice be sent to the owner or tenant of a public structure about an accessibility violation that may be a basis for a damages claim prior to submitting a claim or filing a court action.According to SILC’s Executive Director Liz Pazdral, “This requirement would have created a “notice and delay” policy for failing to comply with an equal access law that has been in place for 22 years. Such inaction is inexcusable and does not warrant a ‘notice.’”Without the voice of ILCs and disability rights activists to eliminate the provision of the pre-litigation notice, SB 1186 would have continued through the Legislature with the provision intact.
SILCwill continue to focus on the compliance with and consistent implementation of the ADA on behalf of individuals with disabilitiesto enhance their ability to live independently.
###
The California State Independent Living Council is an independent state agency which, in cooperation with the California State Department of Rehabilitation, prepares and monitors the State Plan for Independent Living. SILC solicits continual public feedback on the effectiveness of independent living services and coordinates with similar agencies and councils at the state and federal levels to increase communication and help assure that services to people with disabilities are delivered effectively.



