State of California




         Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor

[image: image1.png]


State Independent Living Council (SILC)

1600 “K” Street, Suite 100

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Voice:
(916) 445-0142

Fax:
(916) 445-5973

TTY/TDD:
(916) 445-5627

SILC Executive Committee
August 8, 2008
Page 4

Notice of Emergency Meeting

SILC Executive Committee

Friday, August 8, 2008
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
(via Conference Call)
Meeting Summary
Introductions
· David Wilder, SILC and Executive Committee Chair
· Teddie-Joy Remhild, SILC Vice-Chair
· Eddie Rea, Executive Committee Member
· Dr. Sue ElHessen, Executive Committee Member
· Marco Rodriguez, Executive Committee Member
· Liz Pazdral, Executive Director
· Neal Albritton, Deputy Director
· Rycharde Martindale-Essington, SILC Member
· Daniel Boomer, SILC Member
· Patty O’Sullivan, SILC Member
· Bob Ludlow, SILC Member
· Tony Sauer, SILC Ex-officio (Department of Rehabilitation)
Public Comment: 
· There were no comments from the public. 

Emergency item:  Impacts on Independent Living from California State Executive Order S-09-08:
· The SILC was contacted last week regarding the recent Executive Order requirements and specific to:
· Agencies allowed to exempt items that would pose direct harm to the public
· Serious concerns regarding contracts that would impact people with disabilities.
· The availability of SILC emergency funds
· The Department of Mental Health rescinded suspension of some of their contracts that effect health and safety.
· The Department of Motor Vehicles, Department of Education, Health and Human Services, Community Services Development, and the Department of Rehabilitation are not impacted. The Public Utilities’ Deaf and Disabled Program announced that their program contracts have been suspended.
Assign tasks:
· The Committee discussed the need to define what constitutes an emergency (impact to health and safety):
· The Executive Committee is not in favor of reimbursing non-emergency-related ILC. 
· The Internal Committee will be in charge of defining what constitutes an “emergency”. Neal will coordinate with Marco Rodriguez, Chair of the Internal Committee, the scheduling of his next committee meeting.
· Staff will compose a letter to the ILCs. 

Conclusions:

· SILC is not authorized to provide emergency funding to the ILCs.

· The Executive Committee is not in a position to offer assistance to the ILCs.

· If Independent Living Centers receive emergency funds from SILC for suspended contracts, will SILC be reimbursed? The answer is no, because contracts that operate during the suspension (not federally mandated or impacts health and safety) will not be reimbursed.

· Tony Sauer commented that the SILC cannot release funds while there is no approved state budget. Therefore, the SILC cannot provide emergency funding.
· The SILC will respond to the ILC that requested assistance with a letter that notes that the SILC does not have any authorization to expend funds.

· David Wilder and Tony Sauer noted that funding cannot be used to reimburse ILCs for interest accrued on contract debts during a budget crisis.

· The Committee recommended that the SILC should compose a position letter and distribute it among the ILCs. Encourage ILCs to write their Legislators to encourage a change from the 2/3 majority vote to a simple majority vote – in order to pass the annual state budget.
Questions:
· What is the worst case scenario if budget not signed for another month?
· Department contingency plans are in the making but not being shared.

· Programs that are not mandated have been suspended. Reimbursement to take place after the budget is passed. According to Tony Sauer, everything related to Independent Living will be reimbursed. However, Liz noted that the Office of Patient Advocate has suspended 2 contracts with independent living centers that will not be reimbursed if they continue to operate while the budget has not been passed.

Staff Recommendations: 

· Formulate a position and express how we can best support the needs of the ILCs.
· Need to meet with DOR to discuss possible spending of carry-over funds.

· No official communication to CFILC or the Independent Living Centers from DOR; however, they have been informed regarding the impact on contracts.
Next Meeting: 

· The next meeting is scheduled for August 29, 2008 (10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.).
Adjourn:
· The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:00 A.M.






The SILC Mission: To Maximize options for Independence for Persons With Disabilities.

