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SILC Communication and Collaboration Committee
January 9, 2009 
1:00 – 3:00 P.M. 
(via Teleconference)
Meeting Summary
Welcome:
The meeting was called to order at approximately 1:05 p.m.

Introductions:

Dr. Sue ElHessen
Committee Chair

Cherie Phoenix 
Committee Vice-Chair

Susan Madison 
Committee Member

Teddie-Joy Remhild
SILC Chair and Ex-Officio
Bob Ludlow
Committee Member
Liz Pazdral
SILC Executive Director

Neal Albritton
SILC Deputy Director


Public:

Sarah Steenhausen

     Department of Developmental Services

Eileen Ritchie

     Consultant, Assoc. of Regional Center Agencies
Public Comment 

No Public Comment
The Committee discussed and agreed to add two agenda items:

· Scope of Work for the Developmental Disability Employment Initiative

· SILC DVD Cover

DMV follow-up letter

Dr. Sue updated the Committee on her advocacy work.  She spoke with Georgia Lee at the DMV EEOC office to follow-up on her personal DMV EEOC complaint filed over five months previously.  
The Committee is continuing its plan to send a letter to the DMV.  Issues to include are profiling of people with disabilities, unreimbursed costs for evaluations, lack of training of staff, lack of materials in alternate formats, lack of information about grievance procedures, and more.

Action Needed: Dr. Sue will collect input for draft letter to DMV’s EEO Officer and Director on behalf of the SILC and forward to Liz. 
Action Needed: The Committee will send a copy of the letter to the State Department of Justice and the California Attorney General.
SILC brochure

· The brochure, created by Cherie, was discussed.
· An accessible version of the brochure is available.

· Include Mission Statement and SPIL Goals and State ILCs

· Intent of brochure is to increase public awareness of the SILC and services available.
· Target Audience: General public awareness.

· Action Needed: Cherie will distribute for review the various options for important topics to include in the brochure. 
· Action taken: Discussion regarding images for brochure (including the idea of a photo contest) and additional committee input was tabled until next meeting.
· Action Needed:  Agendize for the March Quarterly meeting to collect information from the ILC’s about how they think we can support them and promote the IL Network.

SILC Grant: Creating Employment Connections for People with Disabilities
· The Department of Developmental Services (DDS), in partnership with the Association of Regional Center Agencies of California (ARCA), was awarded a $60,000 grant from the State Independent Living Council (SILC) to support the First Lady’s Employment Initiative to hire persons with developmental disabilities.
· SILC funding for outreach to Employers

· Collaboration with First Lady’s Office

· Outreach and education to businesses who hire people with developmental disabilities
· Best Practices

· DDS and ARCA agreed to add a preamble including the definition of disability and clarifying who are persons with Developmental Disabilities to highlight the cross-disability, independent living perspective.

· Committee members agreed that the scope of work was well done.

Assigning tasks for SPIL Priorities

· Status: Priorities and deadlines have previously been explored.
· FFY October 1-September 30

· Action Needed: Dr. Sue will collect recommendations that need to be addressed before the end of the Federal Fiscal Year.
· Action Needed: Dr. Sue will review SPIL Priorities and status in closer detail with Liz.

Annual Report – Liz

· Tabled until next meeting.
· Status of DVD cover: to be completed before the next Quarterly Meeting.

· Liz discussed efforts taken to complete last year’s Annual Report.
· Members approved Liz’s completing the Annual Report independently. 
· Will share developments as they arise during future Committee meetings.

Legislative Sub-committee - Neal

· Neal recommended monthly meetings (with possible bi-monthly meetings later) of Legislative Subcommittee
· Members of the Legislative Subcommittee will be Dr. Sue, Teddie-Joy, Bob, and Neal.

· Meetings will begin immediately after the Communication and Collaboration Committee monthly meetings.
· Identify 3 priorities:

1. Bills that SILC will formerly devote time to and take a position on.
2. Bills that SILC can make a modest effort with and offer letters of support to.

3. Bills to track but require minimal effort to monitor.

· The Sub-committee will initially select 25 bills from the new Legislative Session and narrow down to 12 bills that fall under Priority-1 above.

· First meeting will take place on 2/13/2009 after the Communication and Collaboration Committee adjourns.

New Business

There was no new business.

Next Month Agenda

· Next Meeting: Friday 2/13
· Discussion regarding Needs Assessment definition and process
· SPIL Priorities (Sue & Liz)

· DMV Follow-up Letter  (Sue & Liz)
· SILC Brochure (Cherie)
· Legislative Sub-committee (Neal, Sue, Teddie-Joy, Bob)

Questions
There were no questions or additional comments noted.

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 2:35 p.m.
Summary Future Action Items (Next Steps):
Action Needed: Dr. Sue will collect input for draft letter to DMV’s EEO Officer and Director on behalf of the SILC and forward to Liz. 

Action Needed: The Committee will send a copy of the DMV letter to the State Department of Justice and the California Attorney General.

Action Needed: Cherie will distribute for review the various options for important topics to include in the brochure. 

Action taken: Discussion regarding images for brochure and additional committee input was tabled until next meeting.

Action Needed:  Agendize for the March Quarterly meeting to collect information from the ILC’s about how they think we can support them and promote the IL Network.

Action Needed: Dr. Sue will collect recommendations for the SPIL Priorities that need to be addressed before the end of the Federal Fiscal Year.

Action Needed: Dr. Sue will review SPIL Priorities and status in closer detail with Liz.
The SILC Mission: To Maximize options for Independence for Persons With Disabilities.

