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Summary
Foster youth with disabilities straddle two systems in California.  They are eligible for special education, with its set of rules and procedures dictated by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504), and other education laws.  And they are subjects of the child welfare system, which has its own set of complex rules and procedures spanning a number of state and federal laws.  Each system involves multiple governmental and non-governmental agencies that administer the law or help families and professionals navigate its system’s rules and procedures.  Historically, despite good intentions and to the detriment of foster youth with disabilities, the two systems have had little understanding of one another and seldom work together to the benefit of children.

The statewide Clearinghouse goal is to improve secondary education and transition outcomes for foster youth with disabilities.  We will accomplish this goal by:

1)
Developing and delivering customized trainings for each stakeholder group in the foster youth community on how to prepare an effective and practical Transition Plan within an Individual Education Program (IEP).

2)
Developing and disseminating materials on special education, transition, and independent living focused on the unique needs of youth in foster care for foster youth, their caregivers, advocates, and the agencies responsible for their care.
3)
Developing and disseminating materials on the foster care system for special educators, advocates, and others who serve youth with disabilities.

4)
Providing technical assistance to foster youth and special education stakeholders across California.

5)
Collaborating with community college Disabled Students Programs and Services and Guardian Scholars and with the Department of Rehabilitation to develop a plan that addresses needs of foster youth with disabilities.

6)
Conducting outreach in the foster youth community to promote participation in the California Youth Leadership Forum (YLF), provide support to foster youth participants, and developing a module on transition for YLF to deliver to participating youth. 

7)
Providing guidance at the local agency level to help county agencies coordinate education and transition assistance for foster youth. 
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