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SENATOR LELAND Y. YEE, PH.D. BIOGRAPHY 
After serving four years in the California State Assembly, Leland Yee was elected to the State Senate in November 2006, garnering over 78 percent of the vote – the largest percentage for any Democratic candidate with a Republican challenger. Representing District 8, which includes San Francisco and San Mateo County, Yee is the first Chinese American ever elected to the California State Senate and the first Asian American elected to the Legislature’s upper house in forty years.  Yee is also a member of the Senate Democratic Leadership as the Assistant President pro Tem. 
During his tenure in the Legislature, Senator Yee has fought for children, mental health services, working families, open government, consumer protection, the environment, and civil rights. He has been named “Legislator of the Year” by the California  Association of School Psychologists; California School Nutrition Association; California Psychiatric Association; Faculty Association of California Community Colleges; California Independent Grocers; California Mental Health Directors Association; California Staffing Professionals; Associated Students of UC Davis; California Partnership to End Domestic Violence; and the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees.  In addition, he was named “Person of the Year” by GamePolitics.com, a leading video game news site. 
For his legislative and community efforts, Senator Yee has also been honored with the Freedom of Information Award by the California Newspaper Publishers Association; Distinguished Service to Journalism Education Award by the Journalism Association of Community Colleges; Profile in Courage Award by the California Psychiatric Association; Special Friend of Children Award by the National Association of School Psychologists; Building a State of Equality Award by Equality California; Coastal Steward by Vote the Coast; Award for Outstanding Contributions to the Neighborhoods by the Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods; Legislative Superstar by AFSCME; Moscone Award by the California School Nutrition Association; Advocacy Award by the California Association for Bilingual Education; Champion of Journalism Education Award by California Journalism Education Coalition; Cornucopia Award by California Women for Agriculture; Special Recognition Honoree by the Asian Heritage Awards; Norman Hill Award by A. Philip Randolph Institute; and Environmental Champion by Environment California.  In addition, as result of his work for public access, open government and free speech rights, Californians Aware named Yee “Senator Sunshine.” 
Since 2003, Dr. Yee has one of the best track records in getting his bills passed and signed into law. In fact, he has successfully passed 94 pieces of legislation, of which 73 have been chaptered into law. 
In 2008, Senator Leland Yee had 14 bills chaptered into law. Most notably, SB 1356 protects domestic violence survivors from the threat of incarceration when they refuse to testify against their abuser in court.  SB 697 bans the predatory practice of balance billing for low-income families.  SB 1217 provides public oversight of the state bar pilots commission. SB 1250 is designed to reduce recidivism by allowing greater family communication for incarcerated youth.  SB 1370 protects high school and college teachers and other employees from retaliation by administrators as a result of student speech.  SB 1419 protects San Francisco pedestrians by declaring a double-fine zone on 19th and Van Ness Avenues. SB 1696 allows greater public access to government contracts as well as audits and reviews of public agencies.  
In 2007, Senator Leland Yee had 11 bills chaptered into law. Most notably, SB 190 – the Higher Education Governance Accountability Act, brings major transparency reforms to the governing boards of the University of California and California State University.  SB 230 grants the Broadmoor Police Department with all the powers and responsibilities of a municipal police force. SB 279 addresses illegal organized vehicle sales which cause a public nuisance and safety concerns. SB 523 increases the number of child support payments collected in San Mateo County by establishing a program to allow judges to order an unemployed child support obligor to seek work at the initial support hearing. SCR 52 calls for shared governance by workers of the University of California employee’s pension plan. 
In 2006, Yee had 10 bills chaptered.  Most notably, AB 2581 made California the first state in the nation to specifically prohibit censorship of college student press, including school newspapers and broadcast journalism.  AB 450 requires disaster preparedness agencies to consider household pets, service animals, equines, and livestock in emergency evacuation planning.  AB 1969 increases the production of renewable energy in California by allowing water and wastewater agencies to sell environmentally-friendly energy – such as small hydro, solar, and biogas – produced by their treatment and delivery facilities to electrical companies.  AB 1207 adds sexual orientation to the list of protections in the Code of Fair Political Practices.  AB 409, emergency legislation, establishes new health standards to protect nail salon consumers.  ACR 106 officially declares California’s White Ribbon Campaign, an effort of men against violence.
In 2005, 12 Yee-authored bills were chaptered into law. Most notably, AB 1179 protects children from the harmful effects of ultra-violent video games.  AB 451 returns millions of dollars to airport communities across the state.  AB 637 allows properly trained foster parents to administer life-saving shots for their foster children.  AB 800 guarantees a patient’s spoken language is included in his/her medical records.  AJR 14 officially declares California’s opposition to any weakening of the federal offshore oil drilling moratorium. 
In 2004, Yee had 11 bills chaptered into law. Most notably, AB 3042 helps protect children from being exploited through prostitution. AB 2412 helps part-time community college faculty to access earned unemployment benefits. AB 1793 gives parents a tool in choosing appropriate video games for their children by requiring retailers to post signs about the rating system.  ACR 195 brings greater awareness of the need for literacy instruction for visually impaired students through the use of Braille.  ACR 158 officially declares each January as Mental Wellness Month in California. 
In 2003, Yee’s first year in the Legislature, he had all 15 of his bills signed into law. Most notably, AB 504 increased fines for littering in parks and open space districts.  AB 938 offers incentives to mental health practitioners working in medically under-served communities.  AB 1102 requires evaluation of current mental health sensitivity training for law enforcement officers. AB 1371 strengthens informed consent requirements for mentally ill patients involved in medical research. 
Other notable legislation authored by Yee include: AB 292 to prohibit the use of children as medical interpreters; AB 443 to improve school nutritional standards; AB 1321 to protect patients from receiving unfair bills for medical services covered by their insurance; AB 1113 to help strengthen the profession of acupuncture by allowing diagnosis within an acupuncturist’s scope of practice; AB 1818 to protect the health and safety of snowmobile consumers; SB 999 to end the sentencing of life without the possibility of parole for youth offenders; SB 1505 to increase and better define the legal rights of state whistleblowers. 
In the State Assembly, Dr. Yee became the first Asian Pacific American to be appointed Speaker pro Tempore, the number two position in the California State Assembly.  Yee was also elected and still remains the President of the National Asian Pacific American Caucus of State Legislators. 
Prior to serving in the Legislature, Dr. Yee spent eight years on the San Francisco Unified School District Board of Education where he fought to streamline bureaucracy, direct funds towards higher standards in core curriculum, update educational materials, reduce class sizes, and increase public access to school services. 
In 1996, Dr. Yee was elected to the San Francisco Board of Supervisors. As Chair of the Finance Committee, he championed fiscal responsibility and accountability and established the largest “Rainy Day” budget reserve in San Francisco’s history. Yee introduced and passed the General Obligation Bond Accountability Act and authored the Sunshine Ordinance to allow the public real access to what goes on at City Hall.  He also became the first Supervisor to hold budget hearings in San Francisco neighborhoods, making it easier for communities to participate in the local budget process. 
Leland Yee emigrated at the age of three to San Francisco from China.  He was educated in San Francisco’s public schools, and received his bachelor’s degree from University of California at Berkeley, and his master’s degree from San Francisco State University.  After earning his doctorate in Child Psychology at the University of Hawaii, Dr. Yee worked in various mental health and school settings.   Leland Yee and his wife have four children. 
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