State Independent Living Council Observes Veterans Day*

SACRAMENTO—The State Independent Living Council (SILC) is proud to observe this Veterans Day (November 11) with a salute to all of our brave Veterans and a tribute to those who have given their lives so that America remains free.

Central Coast Center for Independent Living, in partnership with the California State Department of Rehabilitation and with funding allocated by the SILC, honors our Veterans every day.   CCCIL was awarded ARRA funds to improve independent living services to persons living with traumatic brain injury, in particular, Veterans.

TBI Project Manager Doug Chandler writes, “On Veteran's Day, we pause to remember the sacrifices our brave men and women have made on foreign battlefields.  We can't forget that tomorrow, many who fought for our freedom will continue waging a life-long battle to maintain their own independence here at home. TBI affects 1.7 million people and kills over 50,000 in the USA according to the CDC.  An estimated 225,000 Californians live with a traumatic brain injury (TBI) -- a condition which may affect their vision, speech, motor skills or ability to interact with others at home, in the workplace, or in the community.   They may look just the same, but need help with everyday tasks like going to the store or getting around town. 

Because the symptoms of TBI vary from person to person, many soldiers with disabilities may not be accurately diagnosed. For this reason, Traumatic Brain Injury has been called the "silent epidemic" because it often goes undiagnosed. The frequency of TBI has led it to be dubbed the "signature wound" of veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan.  

CCCIL and DOR will honor Veterans’ service with a range of support programs to ease transition back home and to promote long-term independence.   As one of seven designated TBI service sites statewide, our mission is to support full integration and participation in our community by connecting returning Vets to resources, supporting independence at home, helping them get back to work, and advocating to improve services. 

We know that sometimes the hardest work required for our veterans’ recovery takes places outside the doctor’s office.  We are committed to working in tandem with the community to provide the best possible care for veterans with TBI.

Veterans and their families can find more information about TBI at www.catbi.org.

We salute your service!”

Thanks to Doug and, most of all, to the men and women who earned their disability through service to our country.

