June 6, 2011, Sacramento, California – To build a powerful, effective, and ongoing force for future change, Independent Living Centers in Berkeley, Fresno/Central Valley, Orange County, San Diego, and Van Nuys/San Fernando Valley will receive $75,000 a year in Title VII B funds for up to three years to increase the participation of persons with disabilities in public policy education activities.  As outlined in the 2011-2013 State Plan for Independent Living, http://www.calsilc.org/spil.html , the California State Department of Rehabilitation and the State Independent Living Council created and awarded five Community Organizing grants.

Resources for Independence Central Valley, Dayle McIntosh Center, Independent Living Center of Southern California, Access to Independence, and the Center for Independent Living will all recruit, organize, and support an empowered constituency of people with disabilities to identify issues and seek solutions to support access to services and options for community based living and reduce unnecessary institutionalization.

