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Sharing Information Loud and Clear

Message from the Chair
A key focus for the State Independent Living Council (SILC) is to both listen to people living with disabilities and be a voice for them in reducing barriers to independent living in California. In doing so, SILC collaborates with a number of individuals and organizations to promote and facilitate the changes needed to create a better environment for Californians living with disabilities. 
This first newsletter of 2013 highlights articles on youth living with disabilities and their leadership in creating change as well as SILC’s ongoing efforts to bring about change at the state policy level. Creating change relies on effective and consistent messaging, which SILC takes to heart as it rebrands itself and facilitates opportunities for individuals throughout California to provide input and be heard.

This edition of the newsletter includes articles and information on:

· California Youth Living with Disabilities Make Their Voices Heard
· SILC Loud and Clear at the Capitol
· The State Independent Living Council Invites Public Input at Sacramento Meeting

· SILC Seeks Input for State Plan for Independent Living

· SILC’s Rebranding

· Photos from the 2013 SILC Congress

If you have any comments about Sharing Information Loud and Clear or have suggestions for future articles, please let us know!
Enjoy!
Sincerely,
Susan M. Madison
Chair, SILC 

                                                   

CALIFORNIA YOUTH LIVING WITH DISABILITIES MAKE THEIR VOICES HEARD
Young people with disabilities have proven to be a significant voice in addressing the biggest barriers facing people living with disabilities in California. Their efforts to create awareness and their ongoing leadership are a testament to Ed Roberts, the father of the disability rights movement.

One such youth leader is Sara Moussavian. In 2009, after leaving the Youth Leadership Forum for Students with Disabilities (YLF), Sara was asked what changes she would like to see in the future. At the time, she had no idea her dream of bringing awareness to disability history would be the seed for a statewide campaign. 

“As a high school student, I was taught about the history of particular movements, such as the African-American and Latino movements, but there was nothing about disability history,” said Moussavian. “The impact and leadership of individuals like Ed Roberts have made an impression on me, yet many people, living with and without disabilities, don’t know anything about the work of these leaders and aren’t aware of our history. I was determined to see that change.”  

With the help of the California Foundation for Independent Living Centers’ (CFILC) program Youth Organizing! Disabled and Proud (YO!), Moussavian and others initiated a campaign resulting in the passage of resolution ACR 162 in August 2010 establishing the second week in October as Disability History Week.

YO!, launched in 2009, is run by youth with disabilities. Its initial program priority of making Disability History Week a reality in California was taken from the YLF. The Forum is an annual education and vocational awareness event attended by approximately 60 selected California high school students living with disabilities who demonstrate leadership potential.

Forty young people from YO! identified the goal of establishing a California resolution, crafted a community organizing plan and drafted language for the legislation. 

Living in the San Jose area and volunteering at the Silicon Valley Independent Living Center, Moussavian was the perfect person to reach out to her state representative, Assembly Member Jim Beall, to serve as author for the legislation. She did and the rest is history.  

Members of YO! educate students, teachers and school administrators about Disability History Week by providing classroom presentations throughout California. They incorporate PowerPoint presentations, Jeopardy-like games, all-school assemblies, storytelling and fact sheets on disability history. The volunteers have visited more than 40 schools statewide and taught more than 4,000 students, teachers and administrators.

The Fair, Accurate, Inclusive and Respectful Education Act (FAIR Act) is another piece of legislation that addresses disability history. Authored in 2011 by California Senator Mark Leno, the FAIR Act mandates, among other things, that disability and lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) history be taught as part of social studies yearlong in public school grades kindergarten through 12, not just one week in October. 

Since California doesn’t plan to publish new text books until 2015, YO! members are working on a plan to get disability and LGBTQ history taught in schools sooner. They are partnering with LGBTQ community members to work with the Department of Education, school boards and superintendents to determine what needs to happen to ensure both histories are now taught in school. YO! volunteers held a FAIR Education Act Summit in San Francisco  and spent National Service Day with LGBTQ youth in San to come up with a strategy to get more youth involved in efforts to implement the FAIR Act. 

“I am extremely excited about what we’ve achieved so far in getting people to understand that individuals with disabilities deserve to be recognized for their historical achievements,” said Moussavian. “More needs to be done, but I think Ed Roberts would be proud of what we have accomplished.” 

SILC LOUD AND CLEAR AT THE CAPITOL
California’s 2013-14 legislative session convened with 39 freshman legislators – one senator and 38 assembly members – the largest number since 1966. The California State Independent Living Council’s (SILC) staff and Council Members are working enthusiastically to inform legislators and their staff about the myriad of issues impacting people living with disabilities in California, while highlighting the services Independent Living Centers (ILCs) provide throughout the state.

As new legislation is introduced, SILC will keep a close eye on bills that impact ILCs and the individuals they serve. One example is Senator Roderick Wright’s Senate Bill 129, which SILC supports.  The bill extends the Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program of the California Public Utilities Commission from January 1, 2014, to January 1, 2022. The program provides Californians who are deaf, hard-of-hearing and/or disabled with specialized telephone equipment through the California Telephone Access Program and telecommunications relay service for individuals who are deaf through the California Relay Service.  

SILC’s Executive Director Liz Pazdral has been approached by several legislators about proposed legislation as well as The Arc of California and United Cerebral Palsy in California (Arc/UCPC), a leading coalition working on behalf of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families.  Currently, SILC, Arc/UCPC and other disability rights groups are working with Senators Mark DeSaulnier and Darrell Steinberg on two general housing bills to advocate for the inclusion of language on making housing more accessible for people with disabilities. Arc/UCPC also is sponsoring a crime bill to be introduced by Senator Ricardo Lara that ensures justice is served when people with disabilities are raped or sexually assaulted. The coalition also is working with Disability Rights California on a bill to ensure publicly funded affordable housing includes fully accessible units. This bill will be carried by Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson. 
As an active member of the Employment First Committee, SILC is working closely with The Arc and the State Council on Developmental Disabilities who are co-sponsoring Assembly Member Wesley Chesbro’s efforts to reintroduce his Employment First Policy legislation. Last session’s version of the bill, which was suspended in Senate Appropriations Committee, aimed to improve employment outcomes for people with developmental disabilities. The Employment First Committee agreed to support a project to collect data from 400 interviews of self-advocates (ages 18 to 30) to learn about their interest in working and the barriers preventing them from taking part in competitive employment.

Throughout the legislative session and during meetings at the Capitol, SILC will be highlighting its significant role in writing the State Plan for Independent Living and introducing or reaffirming the purpose of the Council to legislators and their staff. At the same time, Council members and staff will be emphasizing SILC’s interest in legislation that supports the civil and human rights of people with disabilities to live independently. SILC will continue its work to remove barriers and prevent cuts to programs, such as In-Home Supportive Services, that can severely impact the lives of individuals with disabilities and their rights under the Olmstead Act. 

SILC will continue to monitor the Coordinated Care Initiative and the move to managed care. For people living with disabilities, having the social services they need, aligned in a traditionally medical model system, can be a serious threat, especially if some of those services are considered "optional" for health plans to deliver.

Finally, SILC will continue working on the key priority of civil rights education, both within and outside the disability community.

[CALL-OUT BOX] 

THE STATE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL INVITES PUBLIC INPUT AT SACRAMENTO MEETING
What:

The State Independent Living Council’s (SILC) quarterly meeting to: 

· Address a wide range of topics specific to helping Californians live independently.  

· Clarify and firm up the goals and objectives of the 2014-2016 California State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) during an open public forum – public input is critical to the success of our efforts to help shape future independent living programs in California through an in-depth discussion of the draft SPIL goals and objectives.

· Hear reports from various SILC committees and the California Department of Rehabilitation and an update on the Employment First legislation.

When and Where: 

Tuesday, February 26:  

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Holiday Inn Sacramento-Capitol Plaza, 300 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Wednesday, February 27: 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
California State Department of Rehabilitation, 721 Capitol Mall, Room 242, Sacramento, CA  95814

RSVP and Special Requests:  

Call Caroline toll free at 1-866-866-7452 or 916-445-0142 or TTY number at 916-445-5627.

SILC SEEKS INPUT FOR STATE PLAN FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING

The California State Independent Living Council (SILC) is developing the 2014-2016 State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL), which sets the policy and funding levels for the state's network of Independent Living Centers and services. SILC’s goal is to help ensure services to people with disabilities are delivered effectively. 

                

SILC welcomes public participation, both at in-person hearings and electronically, as it identifies the independent living needs of Californians with disabilities and monitors the achievements of the goals and activities of the SPIL.

Meetings are conducted on the first and third Mondays of every month from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the SILC offices, 1600 K Street, Suite 100, Sacramento, CA. For more information, please contact Caroline Kuhn at 916-445-0142 or send comments to SILC Executive Director Liz Pazdral at liz@calsilc.org. 

WHAT’S IN A BRAND?
You may have noticed that the California State Independent Living Council (SILC) is “rebranding” itself. What exactly does that mean?

SILC’s brand is the promise it makes to those it serves and is the “emotional connection” between SILC and its audiences and constituents. SILC’s brand, in some ways, represents the organization’s “personality” and sets it apart from other organizations while communicating what to expect from SILC. 

This last year, SILC made significant efforts to deliver consistent and clear messages that communicate the distinctive contributions of SILC and the Independent Living Centers (ILCs) throughout California. In doing so, SILC is strengthening its brand and creating a better understanding of the value and role of SILC and the ILCs in supporting people living with disabilities. 

Additionally, SILC developed a new logo or symbol that identifies SILC in a simple format and is the physical component of the brand. The new logo reflects a half-circle of arced lines or rays connected to one another, which could signify the connection between ILCs throughout California. The upward trajectory of the rays could be perceived as conveying a sense of openness and hopefulness, both of which are foundational to the role of SILC and ILCs.

As part of its rebranding efforts, SILC also has newly designed letterhead and marketing collaterals to reflect a cohesive look. The intent behind developing a “family look” of identity materials is to create a consistent look that delivers a positive impression and evokes a positive response.

This ongoing reliability of SILC’s look, combined with SILC’s consistently applied messages, are significant tools in creating memorable connections with its stakeholders to fulfill the promise of SILC’s brand.

PHOTOS FROM THE 2013 SILC CONGRESS
	[image: image1.jpg]



Tim Beatty, Chief, Independent Living Unit 

Rehabilitation Services Administration
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An Excited Mike Bachhuber, Executive Director of the Independent Living Council of Wisconsin
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Mike Hendricks, Ph.D. Trained About Developing an Outcomes-Focused SPIL
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CA SILC Chairperson, Susan Madison (left, front) listens to Toni DiRenzi, Executive Director of the Arizona SILC
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